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Editorial Notes. 93 

tion depends largely upon the meaning assigned to the word under notice. 
That a majority of those who intelligently believe in the Bible and in its 
teachings have for it a blind and in-ational reverence may well be ques- 
tioned. There arejsome, however, of whom this may be said. One who 
feels that he cannot believe in a Bible of whose every word and letter he is 
not certain might be classed here. With such an one, the form assumes an un- 
due prominence, while the meaning is overlooked. To believe the sacred text 
may contain a copyist's mistake, or an unauthorized interpolation, or a numerical 
error is, in his estimation, blasphemy. The assertion that Moses did not prophet- 
ically write the last chapter of Deuteronomy, that Samuel was not the author of 
the books which go by his name, that David did not write the seventy-second 
Psalm, is rank heresy. Ifow, this class of people, and it is not a small one, we 
believe, may be classed as Bibliolators. Tliey may fairly be said to worship the 
Bible. Some of them are prepared to affirm the inspiration of the English ver- 
sion. It is remarkable, likewise, to what great length their /ai7/i, as they call it, 
will extend in matters of interpretation. The most difficult and unnatural expla- 
nation of a passage is always to be preferred, inasmuch as the glory of God is 
thereby seen more clearly. These interpreters find miracles where none were in- 
tended. Indeed, they find everything everywhere, and anything anywhere. They 
are, it is true, Bible-wOrshipers; they are also Bible-destroyers. They have an 
irrational reverence for the Divine Eecord, and at the same time a rationalism, 
than which none is more irreverent. If the Holy Writ has been brought into dis- 
repute, these have done it. But are all Bible believers to be plaeed in this class ? 
Is it legitimate for one who is opposing Christianity to form his estimate of it 
from that corrupt form known as Romanism V Because some of those who have 
done most in the field of "higher criticism" are skeptics, shall all who work in 
that field be suspected and denounced V And because some cling idolatrously to 
the letter of the Word and entertain for it a superstitious regard, is it right that 
all should be judged by these ? Nor may we say that he who believes the Bible 
to be the word of God, rather than that it contains that word, is to be classed as 
a Bibliolator. There is abundance of evidence to show that there has never exist- 
ed a more rational reverence for this Book, than exists at the present time. 



Hebrew in Colleges.— One indication of a growing interest in Old Testament 
study is the fact that an impression is coming to prevail more widely as to the 
advisability of making Hebrew a college-study. There are many and strong 
arguments to be urged in favor of this movement. There are many influential 
educators who favor it. Much has been done lately to call attention to the sub- 
ject by Dr. John P. Peters, of New York City. It will not be without a straggle 
that the already crowded curriculum of our Colleges will admit a new depart- 
ment, even as an optional one. The most serious obstacle, as it seems to us, in 
the way of its admission, is the lack of men who are able to give competent in- 
struction ; but this obstacle in time can easily be removed. Two things are cer- 
tain, the growing importance of Semitic studies demands that an opportunity be 
afforded for more time to be spent upon them by theological students, than the 
present arrangement of theological Seminaries will allow; and these studies are no 
longer to be pursued by students of divinity only. There are many others who, 
for various reasons, desire to pursue investigations in this department. 



